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New dating analysis of Ethiopian rocks in which
the partial skulls of two modern humans were
found nearly 40 years ago concludes that the
remains are nearly 195,000 years old.

These findings, reported today in the journal
Nature, roll back the debut of anatomically 0, Af AO7LC 1.0 104

modern humans by as much as 50,000 years At 0T OCESANT- Q00T F99C B350 NAPA «Navw,
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formations along the Omo River in Ethiopia, they 9 ¢hsd AUré-T779° PTLe0E- @17F vt PTLLALONT OO0 A
were thought to be 130,000 years old. CAP 40 PRI CACHTG POt avhdA halt:00h
There were two sets of remains: Omo 1, which & PAI°79° T10v 315 0 2F (HY 158 PoL00M@-F - AV S~
featured part of a skull and some skeletal bones; 1A NRCATrT @10E7 ALIINAU» AAPA:

and Omo 2, with a more complete skull. 0chds TG 1M, ALATY AT (NMNATO. «NaPwlqk RHY
More recently, University of California-Berkeley — ¢A417 0T MATICELTE 4G 267t 10+ K78 (A1 rE heLA
paleoanthropologist Tim White found similar °: R0 PROICE IR 1S 24P Nev-pNem P HY- 9774
fossil remains dated to 160,000 years old at a 90 PAGSH VLT P0G TR LUT A ANAPA: ALATY
different site in Ethiopia's Afar region. ao-A ;- ePLT PANS NSIOAL NEA IPI° NG1TF ALTH 1T
Teams led by lan McDougall, a geologist at the ATCEA:

Australian National University in Canberra L4AS W79% MG TP O£ 0.51% LA «hTICE PP
returned to the Omo site four times between AACELP ANF AL (I VICT P9L1C PSA: h7ICT 7%
1999 and 2003, and found the area examined by pxaGshPe7 27% 27507 100 owié FAP 180 10-:0"%F

Leakey. They obtained more parts of Omo 1, PO 1IC LY 10, GATN0G RIPONPOO: TAP TIC YO
including part of a femur (upper leg bone) that fit
a section found in 1967.
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Maize and Malaria ?

On a trip to Ethiopia in 1986, James McCann was
puzzled: the country’s agricultural landscape had been
transformed since he first visited as a Peace Corps
volunteer in the early 1970s.

“Everyone was planting maize,” says the CAS and
GRS history professor. “Maize is the most drought-
prone crop one could grow.” It also yields lower prices
than other crops and isn’t part of the traditional
Ethiopian diet. Even so, corn had in the past century
supplanted many traditional African crops, such as
sorghum, millet, and rice.
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Ethiopia and Egypt

Africa: Coast-to-coast
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Editorial | Ethiopia and Egypt

dispute the Nile

It seems that every one is excited to enjoy the
sunshine in store in the not to distant future.
The Calgary Ethiopian Community Association
has so many plans in process to engage the
community members by creating new programs
and implementing them. The new programs we
have in our schedule are the Internet café that
will be available for job search, communication
and researching purposes in the community
office during our operating hours. Volunteer
Ethiopian professionals will technically support
this program and you are encouraged to use this
opportunity.

The other exciting program will be the Youth
sport program that includes children between
the ages of 7-18. We will encourage parents to
call the community office at (403) 262 7260
and register children to play soccer with their
Ethiopian peers. In addition to these two new
programs, we have started the 2005 sponsorship
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A dispute is growing between
Ethiopia and Egypt over access
to the waters of the Nile.

Ethiopia, the source of the Blue Nile, wants to
take more water from it - claiming it could wean
itself off food aid if it could irrigate from the
river.

A 1929 agreement between Egypt and Britain -
the regional power at that time - gives Egypt
most of the Nile's water, and Egypt has said it
cannot afford to give up this claim because of the
needs of its own booming population.

"We generate about 85% of the total Nile waters
- we have not utilised this resource at all so far,"
Misfin Tegene, Ethiopia's deputy minister of
water, told the BBC World Service's Assignment
programme. "The amount we use so far is next to
zero. So we must develop these resources,

Our regular office hours are:

+ Mondays & Fridays: 5:30-8:30
pm
« Saturdays: 9 am to 6 pm

Our location is: #207 223 12th Ave SW
We have new phone (262 7260) and fax
(262 7290) numbers for our office. Please

use this for any communication.

Please send us your new babies, Wedding
announcements and new graduates.

Update your address with us.

Please remember to
membership dues.

send your

program for members to sponsor their refugee
families, friends and relatives. CECA is going
to run CASINO on September 14 and 15/2005
and volunteers are needed very much as usual.

Please register your name by calling the

community office during our office hours. Do
not also forget that it is tax return time and your
community office is there to prepare it for you.
Our Saturday with us program is also waiting
for you on March 12 and please try to show up
with your families and have a good time with us.
In the meantime enjoy your Adwa victory day

on March 12 (Yekatit 23/ 1997 Ethiopian
calendar)

Modern humans ...

The new research dated mineral crystals
found in volcanic ash layers above and
below the sediments that contain the early
human bones and concluded they are far
older than a 104,000-year-old layer of ash,
and very close in age to a layer of ash
196,000 years old.

Geologist Frank Brown, a co-author of the
study, said the earlier emergence of Homo
sapiens "is significant because the cultural
aspects of humanity appear much later in
the (fossil) record, only 50,000 years ago,
which would mean 150,000 years of Homo
sapiens without cultural stuff, such as
evidence of eating fish, of harpoons, of
anything to do with music, needles, even
(advanced) tools, except for stone knife
blades."

CECA Memberships [ﬂ
stand at 424
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basically for the benefit of our people."

Mass irrigation

The waters of the Nile have for years preserved
life and agriculture for the people of east Africa.
The lack of rainfall in the region means that
some countries rely almost entirely on the river
for their annual supply. But now rising
populations, and the spread of the Sahara desert,

Visit our website
calgary.ab.ca

http://www.ethio-

¢ Send your suggestions for new project

ideas to the CECA Executive Committee.
P.O.Box 22050, Bankers Hall, T2P 4J1

have placed extra strain on what is available -
increasing political tensions across the region.
Constantly failing rains in Ethiopia have made it
impossible to grow virtually any crops, and
Ethiopia's Ministry of Water Resources has
grown increasingly frustrated by its inability to
make use of the Nile's water.
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Africa: Coast-to-coast polio
drive

22-nation synchronized immunization campaign
to reach 100 million children as virus spreads
to Ethiopia
DAKAR/HARARE/GENEVA/EVANSTON —
A mass polio immunization drive starting
today across Africa gained greater urgency
from reports that a child has contracted polio
in Ethiopia, the first case there in four years.
The cross-continental drive — spanning 22
countries and reaching 100 million children —
is the first in a series of 2005 campaigns to
stamp out polio in Africa, which saw a fierce
resurgence last year endangering global
eradication efforts. With polio now in its low-
transmission season, the next few months are
critical to stopping the virus.
Countries joining the campaigns this round
include the Democratic Republic of Congo,
Ethiopia and Eritrea on the southern and
eastern edges of the epidemic. In the west,
Cote d’Ivoire is rejoining the effort for the
first time since civil unrest halted activities
last November, causing months of concern
after the country was re-infected early on in
the regional epidemic.

“By reaching children cut off from the
eradication effort by insecurity and the threat
of violence African leaders have a real
opportunity to halt polio’s advance,” said Dr.
Ezio Murzi, UNICEF Regional Director for
West and Central Africa.




Maize and Malaria ? ...
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maize has emerged as a major food crop throughout
eastern and southern Africa in recent decades. It also
poses tough questions about maize’s impact on the
continent, including its link to increased incidences of
malaria.

First introduced to Africa by trans-Atlantic and Pacific
Ocean trade in the early 1500s, maize took off among
Africans in the 20th century, McCann says. Zambian
farmers, for example, increased their production by 400
percent from the early 1960s to the late 1980s. Its new
popularity was fueled in part by African government
programs that pushed the crop because it requires
relatively little labor and little time to grow.

When McCann began exploring the crop’s rise, he says,
he was “antimaize.” But his position became more
balanced as he examined the social and political reasons
farmers chose to grow maize, and how it benefits many
communities.

“In Africa, rice historically has grown only in certain
places,” McCann says. “Maize, meanwhile, can be
grown in more areas than any other crop.” He also
found that as the political situation in Africa became
more turbulent, the low-maintenance crop increased in
popularity because it could be depended on even if, for
example, family members were pulled off their land to
fight or work on government projects.

Unintended consequences

In 2000, McCann revisited the area where he had lived
during his two years with the Peace Corps, the Burie
district of Gojjam in northwestern Ethiopia. Maize had
become the crop of choice in the area, which also was
experiencing a malaria epidemic.

Upon his return to the United States, McCann met
malaria expert Andrew Spielman, a Harvard University
professor of tropical public health, and their
conversations launched McCann on a new area of
research — the relationship between malaria and maize
farming. “No one had ever connected these two at any
time,” says McCann, who dedicates a chapter in Maize
and Grace to the topic. “It’s science that comes out of
unexpected associations.”

McCann is fluent in Amharic, Ethiopia’s national
language, and he received a Fulbright-Hays Faculty
Research Abroad Fellowship to conduct fieldwork on
the phenomena in the Burie district. During 2002 and
2003, he interviewed farmers and visited health centers
to talk to people with malaria. And he worked closely
with Ethiopian Ministry of Health epidemiologist
Asnakew Kebede, a mosquito expert, to determine the
precise malaria infection rate among maize farmers.
An Ethiopian colleague of Kebede had found that the
larvae of the mosquito that carries malaria had a
survival rate of 93 percent when it fed on maize pollen,
as opposed to a survival rate of about 13 percent when it
fed on other possible food sources. Furthermore, adult
mosquitoes raised on maize pollen had
uncharacteristically large wingspans and long life spans.

Needed: alternatives

At a small hotel in Burie, McCann and Kebede propped
up a laptop on a bed and analyzed their data. They
found that maize farmers were more than nine times as
likely to develop malaria as other farmers. “That was
the Eureka moment,” McCann says.

A study based on the findings, authored by McCann,
Kebede, Ethiopian scientist Yemane Yeebiyo, and
Anthony Kiszewski, an instructor at the Harvard School
of Ctn’d on page 04.
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Ethiopia and Egypt..

to make use of the Nile water.
It is estimated that irrigation schemes would help 30-
40% of the population - around 15 to 20 million people.
But there have now been claims that Egypt is blocking
donations from developed countries to Ethiopia to
develop large-scale irrigation. Some Ethiopians believe
that because Egypt is almost totally dependent on the
Nile's water, it is doing its best to block any large
upstream irrigation project that might threaten its supply.
And Egypt is reported to have said it would regard any
attempt to alter the Nile status as an act of war.
Desert land
The pressures on the river's waters are increasing in
Egypt, too.
"It's not only for production of food - it is also for
generation of employment," explained Dr Dia al Qazay,
a senior adviser to country's Ministry of Water Resources
and Irrigation.
"Forty percent of our manpower is farmers. If these
people are not given opportunities and jobs, they'll
immediately move to the cities and urban centres. And
you can see already how crowded Cairo is."
Dr al Qazay pointed out that Egyptians live on only 5%
of the country's land, as the other 95% is desert. "We
want to relieve these major cities and urban centres from
this heavy population density," he added. As a result, one
aspect of government policy has been to create new
towns, linked to the Nile by canals, such as Nubia in the
north - created entirely from scratch in 1987.
But creating new towns in the middle of the desert
consumes large volumes of water. Egypt's population has
more than doubled since the 1960s, and is continuing to
soar, putting an ever-increasing strain on the Nile.

Cnt’d on page 4
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Africa: Coast-to-coast ...

On the other side of the continent, Sudanese
health officials in the wake of the Nairobi
peace accord are cooperating to immunize
children in both the north and south. Next door,
Ethiopia is concentrating on activities along its
northern and western borders, where the new
case was found. Sudan convened earlier this
month nine neighbouring countries to discuss
cross-border immunization coordination.

In a reminder of the ease with which the virus
travels, two recent cases in Saudi Arabia
appear to be related to virus originating in
Nigeria and entering via Sudan. Nigeria
accounts for over 60% of cases worldwide.

“Eradication in Africa requires not only
reaching all children in the newly-infected
areas, but most importantly immunizing
every child in those countries which have
never interrupted transmission - Nigeria and
Niger," said WHO Regional Director for
Africa Dr. Luis Sambo. "It is gratifying to
note that both countries are fully committed
to the polio eradication drive."

Health officials say that progress made since

the first response to the outbreak in Africa —

massive co-ordinated immunization campaigns
in October and November 2004 — has been
positive but fragile. .Success in the second
phase of this intensified eradication effort,
coupled with improved access to routine
immunization, is critical to stopping the
epidemic.

Cnt’d on page 4
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Africa: Coast-to-coast ... I Maize and Malaria ? ... I

To finance the 2005 immunization rounds, US
$75 million is needed by July; some $200 million
will be required in 2006.

African leaders have re-doubled their
commitment in the face of the epidemic, as
evidenced in recent declarations at the African
Union summit by the AU's top leadership. “Polio
eradication has the unswerving commitment of all
Africans — from leaders to parents and children
themselves,” said Marie-Irene Richmond-Ahoua,
Rotary’s National PolioPlus Chair for Cote
d’Ivoire. Since 1985, Rotary members have
contributed countless volunteer hours and more
than US$500 million to the polio eradication
effort

Vaccinators will be delivering vitamin A drops with

the polio vaccine in many places — an immunity-
boosting strategy that has saved an estimated 1.2
million lives over 12 years. Further mass polio
vaccination campaigns in Africa are scheduled for

PAV7 WIS @- (34 NL0- hséh N6e0T
OFF LN TG LS LT h
L06 (A% PHEovs heLAY°» “INEGS ACTN
k3P AGUPA:

A0 AND M0 T OL0E LT RS0
o pAp7 Lhe® WIaE NPC 1L U
LHPA: UALILI® aPADY® AL LNANAT A
PI°NI5G POARAT aAMNET ANTAASA:
PAVT ALZCAC T RILINOD (@I,
A7 Lo mTeES ACE 10 A A:
Nerpgm. ACENT PAVT MONT 9072 3T
ONP PAOF WP v-A 170G HTOF 1
nae ¢94 PO A@- jo-:

April and May and again late in the year

A7¢- NAA (120 Of° W} 1773 ©L8 01
P0A AL Qoo Pomgs (A NFé R8T N
2 00t EES WP RAC PAF®- QAT
7 QAL HA OOt P1110T U7 AN
E 1A% 1A PPA:

PANNN.® 1P4 PO/ WA LOvC LT P
Urio. 07 G 0467 M8 IAMTTF ov
QL JO-%A:

PAAPLL A8 WHL.ALH HovF he-ThisL o I

PATPRL B8 WISNLHT eI RCED RILITT MEmLm- hag A& HF Thé.e erio- ¢
NEAN LERT (NEL): PAAPRPO-0T RTINS AL hLN PNTLT 44 @F 28 Gam PTidadA
A 0A AT AAON:

hEe PATIAN PNAL PRC LT v U AEM AP0 AR T 0.e00T RN 0T PECE
£ OANCOELT T6-Lh N0ha HoFF7 o-mst 05T Foza N0A: P95 A0%es AT P00
T A0F NI 0T 1T RS 0 ATA. (19NN ARG KCSI RISAM: (HAL NAOC

7 PEERLO- HavF (Fae (RIN M/ 4% MG AL ANZA: K30 0 GT AG PhOCT ¥
A AEF TS opsy (omd £5, AAC 2Tt L RATTO- gAA e g

A1, AAC PhAFEN AT ®FL AANIGT AN G P48 2 PE OAPTT eheit heyiy eddoo- a1
T PARSN oIl avphge ANTSECT RPSLOGET: 90 Al LA RS N19POLH RCST A
TeOm: POLLeLET CoreY, 10 MheL T ACLbd o (7P PAm- 1900, ®C (1 GT ePT PP
COo- 93 AL APLLT 1L AGP® L0t DOy T (AZL7 A0 ALNYLE Phoy it AOA PUME m/?Y,
AN BLGSP LATA TNAA: NHY 7 A7 LT P JEn RS EC105 N90A LS hT SCOA
T prEondm pNEC NEH HorFE ALAA: MEL APET RILAMNOD: ATP4 P A 20 900 J+1 (Ch
ACST ANFTI9° Av-79° 7 TL0LT RAPE PO (60 AT LAT NAA: PLIN HAE avqoY AUAY
ap KALLAP® PAD- ME L TR P QALD- Gavt 008 P1a (LLLANTI® AV<T9° NG5 TIH A
4 ANLA FOANT AAA: LINT ATIN@IEL PAPES RS 0Ufe APA. aOLH RISANTS AL A
AC 1ALYT WISANT®: hef me: AHeF@- hZTht APOmT PATIAR P0AL 9°NC A avs
AEH AP0 hAPELT RPLINT 98017 1ARA: MAA NhA PSCRL NCOELT 1¢-Lh N7 1
0@ avl8 ¢ G7 avy NIt NeHIO OC ¢ 28 P& AT hS %4 AP AGPOLH P a0
03T} (1avpdn HevFFF amt Ae0TT 10 NAA: ¢ GT7 a3 3T SN AP W07 Hae
Fry avpmA ha N7 LAD LTHRO: Pl-Lh SCOA PECRL OMETT APNPA RISNLG LA
AHDET? mam- hA9° BHE80C-eh ANFO-BA:

A147%, P07 AT D05 I

Health, will be published in an upcoming issue of the

American Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene.

McCann, in collaboration with the African Studies
Center, the School of Public Health, and the Harvard
School of Public Health, at present is seeking
additional funding to expand the research.

“To me, the pinnacle of what a historian can do is
pull together all sorts of things and make sense of
them and look at them as they change over time,”
says McCann, who directed the African Studies
Center until last fall. He has written two previous
books about Africa: People of the Plow: An

Agricultural History of Ethiopia, 1900—1990 and

Green Land, Brown Land, Black Land: An
Environmental History of Africa, 1800—1990.
McCann no longer describes himself as “antimaize,’
but he does not believe that the crop is going to lead
to a green revolution in Africa, as many economists
predicted in the mid-1990s. He says that
governments, including that of the United States,
must do more to provide agricultural choices for
African farmers to prevent overdependence on the
crop. And he is encouraged that agricultural
companies are developing more drought-resistant
maize.

McCann says scientists and the public must better
understand the plant. “Maize, in the year 2020,” he
says, “will be the number one crop in the world.”

>

Ethiopia and Egypt
dispute ...

Water war worries

Among those worried by the demands on the Nile is Dr
Boutros Boutros Ghali, the former secretary-general of
the United Nations. Dr Boutros Ghali says a booming
population needs more agricultural land to feed itself -
and that countries belonging to the Nile basin need at
least the same quantity of water. "This is why the
security of Egypt is related to the relationship between
Egypt and Sudan, Ethiopia, Kenya and other African
countries," he explained. Dr Boutros Ghali accepts that
satisfying Egypt's needs will mean less for these
countries - which also have fast-growing populations,
and want more water for large-scale irrigation
themselves. "Now, we have a real problem... we need an
additional quantity of water, and we will not be able to
have this additional quantity of water unless we find an
agreement with the different upstream countries - which
also need water, and have not used the Nile water until
now," he added.

And he warned that a lack of agreement in the future
would "certainly" result in "military confrontation
between countries in the region".

"The next war among countries will not be for oil or
territorial borders, but only for the problem of water," he
said.

L
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Martindale— Calgary 3156673
$ 139,399.00

STYLE: ST2 SIZE: 100 m? 1076.4 sqft

BEAUTIFULLY KEPT EXCELLENT STARTER OR INVESTMENT PROPERTY. CORNER HOUSE WITH
LOADS OF STREET PARKIN G. LARGE DECK OFF THE PATIO DOOR, GRAVEL PAD IN THE BACK AND A HUGE SHED TO GO WITH
IT. DOG RUN FE NCED IN. THIS HOUSE SHOWS PRIDE OF OWNERSHIP. DO NOT MISS THIS HOME IT IS A MUST SEE AND IS
PERFEC TLY PRICED. COMPOSTER IN THE SIDEYARD ALSO INCLUDED. ALL MEASUREMENTS TO BE VERIFIED BY THE

BUYER OR THE BUYER'S AGENT

Hidden Valley— Calgary

=== $ 199,900.00
'-'.'-T

3156816

EXCELLENT INVESTMENT This 4 level split is great for the first time buyer. With over 1550sq ft of dev eloped living
space & a attached garage you have lots of room to grow. This home comes with 5 appli ances f/p 3 bedrooms Mr. br

'lﬁ‘ with 4 pc ensuite & walk in closet. Beautifull view of valley & creek

STYLE: SPLT4 SIZE: 110.92 m? 1193.9 sqft

HOUSE FOR RENT

1700 SQfT HOUSE FOR RENT IN CITADEL , 5 BEDROOMS , DOUBLE ATTACHD GARAGE . ONLY $1100.00/MONTH +UTILITIES WITH A 1
YEAR LEASE AGREEMENT. AVAILABLE MARCH 15. CALL TADELE @ 815-4394

BUYING OR SELLING A HOUSE CALL TAD @815-4395

0+ AP @e9® AvM-; Qa0 FLAT7 815-4395 (9P L.m
A ,9'1,9")‘;”:

"Strive to be first: first to nod, first @

i i TAD MULUGETA
to smile, first to compliment, and o) Exais Agont
Max e assic heally

ﬁrst tO forgive. " Ar. tdmncdaist Vitmber Srokir

. #5625, 500 Country Hills Blvd. NE
Author'Unknown Calgary, Alberta T3K 4Y7 m

Bus: (403) 226-9318 =2
Fax: (403) 226-8566

Cell: (403) 815-4394 Q@Q
Email: tmgeta@shaw.ca
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