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Migrantsdieinicy sea
crossing

Thirteen African would-be
migrants have been found
dead aboard a makeshift boat
after a desperate attempt to
reach the Canary Islands,
Spanish officials said. They
appear to have died from
hypothermia after a three-day
journey across icy seas in bad
weather. At least three of 30
survivors are said to be in a

bad condition in hospital.
Thousands of Africans try to make the
treacherous journey every year, with
many casualties. It is only a day since
two people died in similar conditions.
The dead were found on the boat by
rescuers, sent to tow it after being
spotted by police. Survivors clung to
the bodies of their relatives, Spanish
news reports said. A survivor told a
photographer for the news agency
AFP that the passengers had been
sitting in frigid water since shortly
after the boat left its undisclosed
African port on Monday. The
passengers were lightly dressed. A
search mission for another boat which
gave out a distress call would
continue on Friday, said rescuers,
according to AFP Three children are
said to be on board. Shipping Africans
to Europe is now booming business
for smuggling mafias, now thought to
be based largely in western Africa,
correspondents say. At least 133
people are thought to have died
crossing from West and North Africa
this year alone.
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Editorial | Grmbeer omn CECA’'S CORNER I

A.LAPLAT OPRLIFFO) ANLL J-0T:004.0-

As this season is a holiday season, | #4“% AAT 6:30 012 M1 T&EC KHA VA | ¢ Our regular office hoursare:
THA MPT ACTLLANT PATO- @M ¢H

most of us don’t go to our day-to- b, 0 :
AT PAO- frbaRPT: PRICTE h + Mondays & Fridays: 6to9 pm

day work and rather it is time to THT ﬂ”";igﬂ&-ﬂ‘ﬂ*'i ﬂﬂ;n'im:v’l‘ﬂ* a3pa Y ys P

. . A IAIATAT: "
exchange gifts, pass resolution for | 0 AETTA 1AIAT o SHUTEEE D el
2005 and connect with family ' Ay $M0 45C 24 % 1997 & We have new phone (262 7260) and fax
members back home. The executive | ¢on «1cA7 60%F 3avt ALT A%ThOC Novh (262 9135) numbers for our office. Please
committee of Calgary Ethiopian A KL THF KeThiL yo- use this for any communication.
Community Association would like | f0ffT"TC . g

. Y .. .. . OR%0 ANQ aendh ALAOL P1ALP P70 ¢ Please send us your new babies &
to wish to all Etthplal’lS thng mn et "t‘ > n Wedding announcements as well as new
Caleary and surrounding areas a FOPLALA 1% PO TICATT 63 TICAT raduates.
gary R g 407187 «hFéh TLT » N7LA hh i e g

Marry Christmas (Melkam Gena) vt AT VLT N9A9° S i ) :
and a Happy New Year. CECA will | Mt a5 it e ol ¢COT Ry ¢ Updat.e your ad<.1ress Wth us. It is the

g .. S.0:9° NAONGT a3 o35t PRGN hhG e, most important information we need for
celebrate this year Ethiopian Gena hoLlid 2C NovanG hovgno- eht Bove effective communication with you.
(Ethiopian Christmas which is on ARIE OC (7788 TALR NIELT ehid-A

. . ] A% A7 0L N0 hNMATTT NbA
January 7) by organizing a holiday | g gnta: amao- 9ag abes- nopang | & Please remember o send - your

event to Ethiopian Children who are | % BHCT £00a:0m0: 409 ¢ et
TPl MICA, ALSEPT MACENE o F00,p

currently enrolled in the Ambharic AL UNET AL AvFL9° h4N ANO L£ANND ¢ Send your suggestions for new project
Language Class. The purpose of [ 1‘_;411\-’ mnm:n;nnm heaag w“lfﬂ ideas to the CECA Executive Committee.
i i ATTPEA POLONEATTT AR AR 22T (177 P.0.Box 22050, Bankers Hall, T2P 4J1

this evenF is to educate our culture WGy e aPGTod ek AAI0LPT
to our children so that they can MAPANNPA ;.mqir; xzx ;\a»c’:r hd

: : mC (97%n,® K40 4ot ettt 6 7 AL
answer some of the 1fient1ty o bl N mb D © 10 4530 e 1 PRI S @
questions that can arise any time in | ¢ Ag h250 7, NAg APF e15a ae &%

the future. CECA will welcome any | 1" Allo® bl hdo-ka:

new ideas that support our journey
to become one of the strongest
African ethnic communities in
Calgary. We will appreciate if you
can include your community in
your New Year resolution as a
place where you can start
volunteering and contribute ideas.

CECA wishes
Orthodox Christiansa
happy Ghena (Jan 07)
SIS N SEO N SE @ <§ and Muslims a happy

A

CECA Memberships ld Al Adhain the
B coming days

stand at 415 &‘
OGS @ BOXEAAEADEAEA

OW<Q>

OW40W‘

B

Inaugural speech at opening of the first university in Ethiopia.

"We are proud to see Ethiopian youth thirsting for learning. Although the fruits of education can be applied to evil
as well as to good things, you Ethiopian students should avoid having a bad reputation and be eager and
energetic in your studies, be loyal to your country and obedient to your teachers, eschew lies and follow truth,
respect good and heirs of good work". Emperor Haile Selassie
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Congratulations

Baby Heyab of Ethiopia & Mewaed

May you grow to make us all proud

Somalia's angels of mercy

By Joseph Winter
BBC News, Mogadishu

An armed security guard sits at the entrance to the
Hayat Hospital in the centre of Somalia's capital,
Mogadishu, to ensure that no-one takes their weapons
inside, turning a place of healing into a place of killing.
And the doctors and nurses who work inside the
hospital are only too well acquainted with the results of
Somalia's 13 years of lawlessness. "Gunshots are one of
our most serious problems," says Dr Mohammed
Mahmut Hassan. But there is a sign of hope. He says
that as the attempts to set up a new government have
made progress, the number of gunshot victims has
fallen. "We used to have 10 gunshot victims a day.
Now, we see just four or five a month," he says. While
Dr Mohammed is keenly waiting for the days when
Somalia again has a government, the Hayat Hospital is
also a sign of how well Somalis have coped without a
central authority. He and other Somali doctors working
abroad got together and in 1998 set up the hospital to try
and fill the gap. "We had to help our people, even
though we ourselves were safely living abroad," he said.

Aidsthreat

In order to meet its running costs, the hospital charges
for every visit - nobody is paying any taxes which could
be used to provide a free service - but Dr Mohammed
says they try to keep charges as low as possible. Every
Friday, 200 people who cannot afford the $3 fee are

treated free of charge and long queues form

overnightWhile Hayat, and Mogadishu's four other
hospitals, are able to provide a basic medical service,
the Aids pandemic highlights the need for a government
to tackle the problem at the national level, for example
by running public awareness campaigns. The most
recent statistics show that about 1% of Somali adults are
HIV positive - low by African standards - but Dr
Mohammed believes the numbers are rising quickly"We
come across about five new positive cases every week,"
he says. One reason is the high number of Somalis
living in refugee camps in the region, some of whom are
now able to go home as fighting subsides. But Somalia
remains a very traditional society, where Islam is strong
and Dr Mohammed says that the hospital does not stock
condoms - a key part of the fight against Aids - because

the people do not accept them. "We can offer

counselling but we cannot distribute condoms," he says.
One hospital working alone will be unable to change

such a deeply-entrenched mindset.

Water lifeline

In another sign of the entrepreneurial spirit and self-
reliance shown by Somalis, those Mogadishu residents
with some form of income are also able to go to school
and university and get running water and electricity.
These are services not enjoyed by all of those who live
in African cities with functioning governments. Until
2000, Hawo Mohammed Khalid got her water delivered
in a barrel carried on a donkey cart. Now, she just has to
turn the tap. "I feel happy now because I have water 24
hours a day. Before I might need water in the middle of
the night and I didn't have any," she says. Hawo,
married to one of the few Somalis with a regular job,

also enjoys regular electricity - and says there are rarely any power-
cuts. Her water and electricity are supplied by Abdoulkadir Hassan
Issa, who runs the Isaf Water and Electricity Supply company in
Bulo Hubey's south Mogadishu suburb. "We are doing this to
provide a public service until the government comes," he says.
"Then they can provide water and electricity or they might give us a
contract and then we could continue. That's what we'd really like."

Wirethieves

Mr Abdoulkadir says they used to use an open well but some
customers complained about their water quality, so they dug a bore
hole and add chlorine to prevent infection. It may not taste like
mineral water but Hawo is not complaining. Generators provide
electricity along very precarious-looking wires and Isaf has even
hooked up fluorescent lights as makeshift street lamps. Isaf
provides running water to 800 families and electricity to another
180 across a large part of south Mogadishu, he says. The biggest
problem Mr Abdoulkadir faces is that thieves take advantage of the
absence of law and order to steal the wires and pipes he used to
provide his services. "But at least the militia which controls this
area doesn't ask us for protection money," he says.

'Wait and see'

Nobody says that such services mean that a government is not
needed but one western diplomat closely involved with the peace
process says they mean "we must think out of the box for Somalia".

When a new government is eventually installed in Mogadishu, it
would make no sense for it to take over all these services which are
already functioning. "It would be a tragedy to fall into the trap of
having a massive state sector, which would inevitably fuel
corruption as we have seen elsewhere in Africa," he says. "Maybe
the health ministry could set policies and targets for hospitals,
which would remain in private hands, for example." But while
arguments continue about how to bring the Kenya-based
government back to Somalia, such questions remain academic. In
the meantime, Dr Mohammed is not making any predictions about
whether the fall in shootings will continue, or whether the latest
attempt to set up a Somali government will fail, like the 13 which
have gone before. "We're just waiting to see, like everyone else," he
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Clarify
your
future.

Making the right choices in the confusing world of finances requires clarity. That's where |
come in. As your Clarica advisor, I'll work together with you to develop a plan that'’s clearly
right for you,

There’s a lot to be said for clarity.

it Luly, PRI

Baes (403) 286-2061 exr 251
Res (d0F) 208-9732

Fax (d03) 262-0604

grevra luivlerica.cone
508 Censre Streer 5E, Calpary AB T2H 001 m CLARICA

havestment and insuramce Salutions - since 1670

lifes helef & disiprinty imswrawce, savimgs and retirement pliams
emjrloyer bemefirs, morkgage & isimess insnrirce

Assagited with Clarica Financial Services Inc,

Copyright © 2004 CECA




<o»)@@o»)@@o»)@@o»)@@o>)@(<o»)@@o»)@(«;»)@@o>)@(<o>)@(<o>)@(<o>)@(<o>)@(<o>)@(<o>x o

I 1'\Wel come t02005! |

New year, fresh beginning! Interest ratesremain low and inventory of homes are stable. It isa very good
timefor both first-time home buyersand sellers who are upgrading!

BUYERS:

Before you go anywhere else CALL ME and I will:
e Provide free consultation regarding every aspect of home buying
e Help you find the best mortgage financing, legal service, home inspection.
e Assess your situation and find you a home that meets your needs within your budget.

e  Work with you patiently, diligently and with complete professionalism and utmost confidentiality for as
long as it takes! Your satisfaction is my priority.

¢ Do an independent Market value analysis of the home you choose, if necessary, so that you know what the
house is worth before you make an offer!

e In short, does everything I can to make your home-buying experience as smooth and pleasant as it can
possibly bel.....and the best thing about it is IT WON’T COST YOU ANYTHING!!

Sellers:

When you sell your home through me you can do so with confidence! I will:

e Have a pre-listing consultation with you to find out exactly what your plan is in order to market your house
appropriately

e Advise you on what to do to make your home sell faster

e Provide a complete market value analysis and give you my honest professional assessment of what your
house is worth.

e Use the latest technology available to market your home.
e Be available to you 24 hrs a day 7 days a week until the house is sold!

e Give you the most competitive rate for my
services

e Make sure confidentiality is guaranteed! @
tiService a TAD above” is not just a slogan ~ 1ap MuLUGETA
. Real Estate Agent
but my commitment to you! 2 Dapendne TSN

#525, 500 Country Hills Blvd. NE
Calgary, Alberta T3K 4Y7 B

So call today @ 815-4394 and ask for Tad. I  pus: (403) 226-9318

. . Fax: (403) 226-8566
want to do business with you, honestly. Ce: s Mir Lot nea

Email: imgeta@shaw.ca

CECA P.O.Box 22050 Bankers Hall Calgary, AB T2P 4J1 Tel: 403 262 7260  Fax: 403 262 7290
http://www.geocities.com/calethiocom email: ceca@calcna.ab.ca
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